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D E
NEWS, page 10: Full election results for state and local races
Gus Bode says see siuDE.com at 10:30 a.m. for an announcement
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Democrats nab key GOP seats
Blagojevich re-elected; Illinois Democrats sweep top posts
Staff and wire reports
Gov. Rod Blagojevich persuaded Illinois voters to put aside any doubts about his honesty
Tuesday and give him the chance to tackle an
ambitious second-term agenda.
Blagojevich’s optimistic message — coupled
with millions of dollars worth of negative ads
— overwhelmed Republican Judy Baar Topinka’s
efforts to focus on federal investigations of the
Blagojevich administration and the state’s financial problems.
At the Jackson County Democratic headquarters in Carbondale, supporters were jubilant
over the incumbent’s win as well as sweeping the
state’s top offices. The news came early in the
night and was greeted with victory cries and a
palpable exuberance.
Now the Democratic governor will face the
challenge of trying to make good on promises to
ban assault weapons, provide universal health care,
raise the minimum wage and come up with more
school money by privatizing the state lottery.
“Strap on your seat belts, put on your helmet,
get ready to roll,” Blagojevich told a cheering
crowd in Chicago. “We’ve got a lot more work
to do.”
Blagojevich’s win was Illinois Democrats’
first back-to-back gubernatorial win since Otto
Kerner in 1964.
Massachusetts and Ohio haven’t elected a
Democrat since 1986. New York last elected a
Democrat in 1990.
See GOVERNOR, Page 10

Illinois gubernatorial race

With 80% of
precincts reporting

Rod Blagojevich
Democrat
1,329,272 votes
49%

Judy Baar Topinka
Republican
1,101,700 votes
40%

J AKE L OCKARD ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Bob Lorinskas, a Democrat, reacts after finding out he won the District 5 County Board seat Tuesday night at the Democratic
headquarters in Carbondale.

Whitney helps establish Greens
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Green Party did not win any seats in
Tuesday’s election, but it might have accomplished something even more important —
Illinois is no longer a two-party state.
Green Party gubernatorial candidate Rich
Whitney, a Carbondale resident, came in third

place in the race for governor, but received 11
percent of the vote, which was enough to keep
the Greens on the ballot for future elections.
“I heard the farm report today, and I heard
that Green futures are looking good,” Whitney
said.
The Green Party became the first certified
third party in Illinois state history in September.
They were required to gather 25,000 signatures

292,718 votes
11%

See GREEN, Page 10

Democrats take control of House
GOP struggles to stop Democratic Senate takeover

Rich Whitney
Green Party

— they gathered 39,000 total — and had to
submit a petition to the State Board of Elections.
The election board certified the party despite
legal challenges, including objections from the
Democrats filed with the board in July.
Charlie Howe, who ran for 115th State
District representative, said the Greens proved

Liz Sidoti and Tom Raum
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA SH INGTON — Democrats captured more than enough Republican-held districts Tuesday to seize control of the House

after a dozen years in the minority as voters
demonstrated disenchantment with a war, a
president and a scandal-scarred Congress.
As of press time Republicans struggled to
prevent a Democratic takeover of the Senate
after losing GOP-held seats in Ohio, Rhode

Island and Pennsylvania.
“I think we will hold control of the Senate,”
Republican National Chairman Ken Mehlman
said on CNN.
Winning 23 GOP seats in the House, if
Democrats hold nearly all of their own, they would
See HOUSE, Page 10

BOT, union to vote on medical school contract
Brandon Weisenberger
DAILY EGYPTIAN

A tentative agreement has been
reached after nearly 20 months
of contract talks between the SIU
Board of Trustees and an employee
union at the School of Medicine in
Springfield.
Union members will vote to ratify the contract today, and trustees
will vote Thursday at their meeting
at SIU-Edwardsville.

Both sides have sealed details
on the tentative agreement until
the contract is approved.
The 2-year-old employee
union, Local 370, is a branch of
the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees.
It represents about 570 nurses,
secretaries and other civil service
workers.
“These are very difficult fiscal
times we are in, but we are pleased
with the outcome,” AFSCME dep-

uty director Roberta Lynch said.
Lynch said negotiators reached
the tentative agreement shortly
after midnight on Friday.
SIU’s Executive Assistant for
Government Relations David
Gross would not talk specifics
about the almost 2-year-long bargaining process. He said trustees
would discuss the agreement and
make a decision Thursday.
AFSCME spokesman Anders
Lindall said salary was the primary

issue in contract talks.
Kathie Muller, who is married
with an 18-month-old son and a 5year-old daughter, said she makes
less than $12,000 annually and she,
along with many other employees,
struggles with increased cost of
living.
She said employees were asking for a minimum 4 percent pay
raise.
See CONTRACT, Page 11

News conference
SIU oﬃcials will hold a
news conference for a “major
announcement regarding the
Carbondale campus” at 10 a.m. today
at the Stone Center, where the SIU
President’s Oﬃce is located.
SIU spokesman Mike Ruiz would
not comment about the topic of the
news conference. When asked if it
involved Chancellor Walter Wendler
and his employment at the university,
Ruiz paused and said, “I am ﬁguring
out what I am allowed to say.”
Check out siuDE.com at 10:30 a.m.
for a story on the news conference.
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CALENDAR

NEWS BRIEFS

Illinois Indians

• 7 p.m. today at The University Museum
Auditorium
• Doctoral candidate Dan Hechenberger
brings the story of Native Americans in
Illinois into historical times

Sky Diving Club movie
showing

• 5 to 7 p.m. today at the Student Center in
the Ohio Room
• Exclusive BASE jumping movie by Miles
Dasher

Visiting artist: Perry
Bard

• 5 p.m. today at the Student Center in the
Kaskaskia Room
• Round table discussion: “How to be a citizen of 21st Century”

Journalism Film Fest:
‘Absence of Malice’

LA Times editor Dean Baquet to depart over cost
cutting dispute

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los Angeles Times editor Dean Baquet resigned Tuesday following a dispute with the paper’s parent, Tribune Co., over cost cuts. The resignation came just
weeks after the paper’s publisher, Jeff Johnson, was forced to leave for the same reason.
Baquet will be replaced Monday by James O’Shea, the managing editor of the Chicago
Tribune, the Times reported on its Web site. O’Shea will be reunited with David Hiller, who
took over for Johnson after serving as publisher at the Tribune.
Baquet, 50, was forced to resign by Hiller after refusing to cut newsroom jobs, according
to the Times. The announcement was to have been made Thursday but was rushed after the
news leaked, the paper said.
Baquet and Johnson had publicly rebuffed the parent company over possible job cuts.
When Johnson was replaced, Baquet said he would stay on and try to convince the Tribune
to increase its investment in the paper.
Tribune spokesman Gary Weitman declined to comment.
Baquet confirmed his departure in an e-mail to his staff minutes after the news broke on
the Wall Street Journal’s Web site and on a local Web site.
“By now you’ve seen the Wall Street Journal story on L.A. Observed that I’ll be leaving the
paper,” Baquet wrote. “Believe me, I didn’t want it to come out this way.”
Baquet said he would address his staff later in the afternoon.
“And do me an even bigger favor. Let’s do a hell of a job on the election tonight,” he
wrote.
Times spokeswoman Nancy Sullivan refused to allow an Associated Press reporter into
the newsroom to hear Baquet speak, saying “it’s an internal matter.”

Two planes clip each other on O’Hare runway

• 7 p.m. today at the Agriculture Building,
room 102

Chess

• 5 to 7 p.m. today at the Student Center,
between Subway and McDonalds
• Sponsored by the Strategic Games Society

‘Moments of Fame’

• 7 to 10 p.m. today at the Student Center
in Ballroom B
• Talent showcase

CHICAGO (AP) — Two United Airlines aircraft clipped each other as they taxied toward a
runway at O’Hare International Airport Tuesday morning, aviation officials said.
No injuries were reported, said Chicago Department of Aviation spokeswoman Wendy
Abrams.
The incident happened around 9 a.m. as both planes were taxiing, one directly behind
the other on the same taxiway. One plane began a left turn, and its wing tip hit the tail of the
other plane, Abrams said.
The airline was inspecting both aircraft Tuesday morning, she said. United’s Web site said
both flights were canceled.
United Flight 672, a Boeing 737, was headed to New York’s LaGuardia Airport with
110 passengers on board and United Flight 732, an Airbus 320, was headed to Dulles
International Airport in Virginia carrying 96 passengers.
Abrams said the Federal Aviation Administration had been notified and that the National
Transportation Safety Board would be notified.

WIU president recovering after prostate surgery

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

MACOMB (AP) — Western Illinois University President Al Goldfarb is recovering after surgery for prostate cancer and plans to return to the 13,000-student campus in January.
Goldfarb, 55, said Tuesday that doctors found no signs the cancer had spread after surgery to remove his prostate last week at the Mayo Clinic and have called his post-operative
treatment “uncomplicated.”
The cancer was diagnosed in August by doctors who had closely monitored Goldfarb’s
prostate since potential problems were detected during an annual physical examination six
years ago. Doctors said before surgery that the cancer was common and highly treatable.
Goldfarb said he was released from the hospital two days after surgery but remains
in Rochester, Minn., for routine post-surgical treatment. He plans to return to Illinois on
Thursday.
WIU provost and academic vice president Joseph Rallo is handling day-to-day responsibilities until Goldfarb returns to the president’s office on Jan. 3, but Goldfarb said he will
remain in regular contact via phone and e-mail.
Goldfarb was named WIU’s 10th president in 2002 after a quarter-century at Illinois State
University.

AccuWeather 5-Day Forecast for Carbondale

AccuWeather.com

®

TODAY

THURSDAY
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Areas of morning
fog

Sunny and warm

Mostly cloudy

A shower possible;
cooler

Times of clouds
and sun

47°

63°

53°

70°

Illinois Weather

55°

74°

40°

58°

Carbondale through 3 p.m. yesterday

Rock Island
68/46

Peoria
67/49

High/low yesterday .................... 55°/50°
Normal high/low ........................ 59°/37°

Precipitation:

24 hours ending 3 p.m. yest. ........ 0.29”
Month to date ............................... 0.68”
Normal month to date ................... 0.98”
Year to date ................................ 44.24”
Normal year to date .................... 38.50”

Sun and Moon

Quincy
70/51

Champaign
66/45
Springfield
67/48

Sunrise today ......................... 6:29 a.m.
Sunset tonight ........................ 4:52 p.m.
Moonrise today ...................... 7:19 p.m.
Moonset today ..................... 10:15 a.m.
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Regional Cities
City
Bloomington
Cape Girardeau
Champaign
Chicago
Danville
Edwardsville
Moline
Mt. Vernon
Paducah
Peoria
Quincy
Rockford
Springfield

Nov 20

Today

Hi
65
58
64
85
74
63
76
82
62
75
58
80
89
62
51
60

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

National Weather Today

Carbondale
63/47

Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.

City
Atlanta
Boston
Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Las Vegas
Nashville
New Orleans
New York City
Orlando
Phoenix
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, DC

Temperature:
Chicago
66/48

40°

National Cities

Almanac

Rockford
68/43

60°

Montreal
52/46

Toronto
Toronto
55/45 New
New York
York
50s
58/55

Chicago
Chicago
60s
66/48
Washington
Washington
60/52

70s

Atlanta
65/50

60s

70s

Houston
83/63

80s
Monterrey
88/64

40s

Shown are
noon positions
of weather
systems and
precipitation.
Temperature
bands are
highs for the
day. Forecast
high/low
temperatures
are given for
selected cities

Miami
Miami
85/66

Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice
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Rumors of improper polling attract Voters say corruption
attorney general’s attention to SIUC ethics important in
Students turned
away from polls
for many reasons
Dave Lopez and
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Investigators from the Attorney
General’s office showed up at Grinnell
Dining Hall on Tuesday amid rumors
that students were being improperly
turned away from the voting polls.
Jerry Goforth, one of the people
administering the polls, said some students were turned away for improperly registering or failing to register
in Jackson County. He said this upset
some students, which led the poll
watchers to alert the Illinois Attorney
General’s office.
“It was all just a big misunderstanding,” said Norma Johnston, one of the
poll workers.

Poll watchers called the county
clerk’s office to say the workers were
asking potential voters for photo identification, which is not a part of the
protocol.
The protocol for the poll workers
begins with a request for a registration
card. If the voter does not have one,
they ask for the voter’s name and look
for them in a list of registered voters for
the 22nd and 23rd precincts. Finally, if
the name is not on the list, the worker
asks the voter if they are registered in
Jackson County. Most of the people
turned away had registered in other
counties and had forgotten to re-register in Jackson County.
Mickey Johnson, the election judge
at Lentz Hall, said there were problems
with three people who registered at
the Department of Motor Vehicles
because the County Clerk’s Office
never received their paperwork. He
said similar issues arose with those who
registered on campus.
“We’ve had to turn away at least 20

people for unmatched registrations,”
he said.
Those who are not registered to
vote in Jackson County are given a
ballot that only allows them to vote for
the 12th Congressional District where
Rep. Jerry Costello, D-Belleville, ran
unopposed.
Goforth said the poll watchers
reacted incorrectly to the situation.
“I’ve been a poll watcher, it’s a very
worthwhile profession,” said Goforth.
“But I think they need to give them
some sort of class to teach them what
to look for before sending them out.”
Calls to the local and state offices of the attorney general were not
returned.
Dave Lopez can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 272 or
dave_lopez@dailyegyptian.com.
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.

Girl dies after collapsing at school
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALTON — A 13-year-old girl
who collapsed at her school and
later died had a previously undiagnosed heart ailment that could have
contributed to her death, Madison
County’s coroner said.
Coroner Steve Nonn said that
while the investigation of Raevin
Hutson’s death Monday was continuing, the autopsy found no indication the seventh-grader had a
communicable disease or was a public health threat.
Nonn said the girl collapsed in
a stairwell at Alton Middle School

shortly after 1 p.m. Monday, apparently while returning to class after
lunch, and died less than an hour
later in a hospital emergency room
after efforts to revive her failed.
Raevin did not suffer any chronic illness, though authorities determined she had been sent home sick
from school last Thursday before
returning to school Monday, Nonn
said.
The previously undiagnosed
heart disease uncovered during the
autopsy “could result in a lethal
consequence,” Nonn said in a news
release. But additional analysis of
the heart defect — and toxicol-

ogy tests — were expected before
a precise cause of death would be
released, Nonn said.
Nonn was unavailable for comment Tuesday, a worker in the coroner’s office said.
A message was left Tuesday with
David Elson, the Alton school district’s superintendent.
Kevin Harp, a seventh-grade
friend of Raevin, said the girl “was
always healthy,” and was lately part
of the middle school’s basketball
team.
Funeral arrangements are pending with Cathy Williams and Sons
Funeral Home in Alton.

gubernatorial race
Tara Burghart
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Most Illinois
voters said the issue of corruption
and ethics in state government was
extremely or very important to them
in their vote for governor Tuesday,
according to an Associated Press exit
poll.
Yet that concern did not appear
to hurt Gov. Rod Blagojevich, whose
administration is under federal investigation. He won a second term in
the governor’s office over opponents
Judy Baar Topinka, a Republican,
and Green Party candidate Rich
Whitney.
Federal prosecutors are investigating the Blagojevich administration’s
role in alleged hiring fraud and a
kickback scheme in the teachers’ pension program. His predecessor, former Gov. George Ryan, is scheduled
to report to prison in January on a
federal racketeering and fraud conviction.
Blagojevich has not been accused
of wrongdoing, but Topinka — the
state treasurer — tried to lay the
scandals squarely on the shoulders of
the man who four years ago promised
“reform and renewal.”
Yet Blagojevich found favor
among those who viewed corruption
and ethics as extremely important in
the gubernatorial race. He received
even stronger support among those
who considered it very important,
according to the poll of 1,812 Illinois
voters conducted for AP and television networks by Edison Media
Research and Mitofsky International.
Results were subject to sampling error
of plus or minus 3 percentage points,

higher for subgroups.
Lana Randolph, speaking after
casting her ballot in Collinsville, said
she voted for Blagojevich. But the
62-year-old accountant said that “I
wasn’t too thrilled to vote for him,”
saying she had questions about his
administration’s ethics.
“Of the two (candidates), he was
the choice,” she said. “From what I
had, I felt more confident with him.
I put my vote in a person, and he
seems like someone who’s really for
the people.”
At an election poll in Bloomington,
Pat Parmenter, 70, said she wasn’t
inspired by the gubernatorial candidates but voted because she didn’t want
to contribute to low voter turnout. She
wouldn’t reveal who she chose in the
governor’s race, but she said the corruption scandals weren’t a factor.
“I think (corruption is) a problem that’s never going to be fixed,”
Parmenter said.
Blagojevich edged Topinka among
male voters, and he received even
stronger support from women. He
also received strong support from
blacks and Latinos.
The governor did well among all
age groups, and he did especially well
with young people. Blagojevich was
also favored by those with incomes
below $75,000, those without a college degree and union members
— while splitting the nonunion vote
with Topinka.
Topinka had a slight edge among
white voters. She was favored by
college graduates and got strong
support from those who approve
of the job President Bush is doing
— although that was only about a
third of voters.
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Saddam Hussein:
forgive, reconcile
and shake hands
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAG H DA D, Iraq — A somber
and subdued Saddam Hussein called
on Iraqis to “forgive, reconcile and
shake hands” as he returned to court
Tuesday for his Kurdish genocide
trial two days after being sentenced
to death in a separate case.
Iran urged Iraq to disregard calls
for clemency and hang the ousted
president, saying Saddam’s “very existence is anti-human.”
The startling call from Saddam
came after he rose during the afternoon session to question the testimony of the witnesses, who told of
a mass killing of Iraqi Kurds in the
1987-88 Operation Anfal crackdown
on Kurdish guerrillas.
Saddam then calmly spoke about
how the Prophet Muhammad and
Jesus Christ asked for forgiveness for
those who had opposed them.
“I call on all Iraqis, Arabs and
Kurds, to forgive, reconcile and shake
hands,” Saddam said before resuming
his seat.
The former president’s demeanor

was far different from his combative
performance Sunday, when another
court convicted him in the deaths of
about 150 Shiite Muslims following
an assassination attempt against him
in the town of Dujail in 1982.
Saddam and two others were sentenced to death by hanging. Four codefendants received lesser sentences,
and one was acquitted. Saddam thundered: “Long live the people and
death to their enemies” when the
sentence was imposed.
On Tuesday, however, Saddam,
dressed in a dark suit and white
shirt, sat quietly along with the six
other defendants in the Anfal case,
calmly taking notes as four Kurdish
witnesses gave their testimony.
Saddam’s goal in making the
statement was unclear.
However, the remarks followed
at least two other public declarations by Saddam in recent weeks
in which he urged national unity
— perhaps to secure a more favorable place in history or to encourage
contacts between the Americans
and his supporters.

WIRE REPORTS

LONDON

Man sentenced to life in prison for plan to bomb
the New York Stock Exchange and London hotels
LO N D O N — An al-Qaida operative was sentenced to life in prison Tuesday for
plotting to bomb the New York Stock Exchange and other U.S. financial targets and blow up
landmark London hotels and train stations with limousines packed with gas tanks, napalm
and nails.
The plans were designed to cause maximum carnage, the judge told Dhiren Barot, who
stared blankly ahead as he learned he would not be eligible for parole for at least 40 years
— one of the harshest sentences ever meted out in a British court.
Barot, a 34-year-old British convert to Islam who pleaded guilty last month to conspiring
to commit mass murder, remains wanted by the United States and Yemen on separate
terror-related charges. Under British law, he could be temporarily transferred to the United
States to stand trial.
Investigators said Barot traveled the world to gain terrorist training, meeting terror
leaders including Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the alleged architect of the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks on New York and Washington.

AUSTRALIA

Australia Senate votes to end four-year ban on
cloning human embryos for stem cell research
C A N B E R R A , Australia (AP) — Australia’s Senate narrowly voted to end the
country’s four-year ban on cloning human embryos for stem cell research, ruling
Tuesday that the potential for medical breakthroughs outweighed moral doubts.
The decision — a rare conscience vote in a country where lawmakers are
expected to follow the party line — sets the stage for the ban to be lifted entirely.
The measure now goes to Australia’s House of Representatives, but lawmakers had
expected the Senate to pose the biggest hurdle.
The Senate voted 34 to 32 to allow therapeutic cloning, which involves
removing the nucleus of an unfertilized human egg and adding DNA to make it
grow in a lab dish.
Scientists had been lobbying for lawmakers to relax rules on stem cell research
and allow therapeutic cloning of embryos for medical research. Since Parliament
passed Australia’s first laws on stem cell research in 2002, scientists have only been
allowed to extract stem cells from spare embryos created for in vitro fertilization.

GAZA

Israel pulls troops out of Gaza town, but violence
persists: 10 Palestinians dead
B E I T H A N O U N , Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli forces ended a weeklong offensive
Tuesday aimed at halting rocket attacks from this northern Gaza town, leaving
behind wrecked homes, uprooted trees and sewage-covered streets. But hours
after the pullback, the Palestinian rocket fire resumed.
Israel kept up its onslaught from outside Beit Hanoun, killing 10 Palestinians in
airstrikes, gunfire and tank shelling.
In one barrage Tuesday, five rockets hit the Israeli city of Ashkelon, seven miles
from the Gaza border, the farthest the militants’ homemade weapons have reached
into Israel. No one was hurt, the army said, but Israel hit back with artillery.
Palestinian leaders denounced Israel for continuing its offensive, but internal
problems remained unsolved as negotiations dragged on to form a unity
government in hopes of ending an international aid boycott.
In one incident Tuesday, two Israeli tank shells hit the house of Jamila Shanti,
a Hamas lawmaker who helped organize a demonstration of women Friday that
allowed dozens of Hamas militants to escape an Israeli siege on a mosque.

S TEVE R INGMAN ~ MCT

As the rain slows, the Snoqualmie River continues to rise onto farmland, around houses and shutting down roads in Snoqualmie, Wash. on Tuesday.

FBI probing reports of dirty tricks as
poll workers struggle with problems
Deborah Hastings
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

While new voting machines
confounded some poll workers,
reports of dirty tricks and voter
intimidation surfaced across the
nation Tuesday, prompting federal
investigations in at least two states.
In Virginia, election officials
contacted the FBI over complaints
of voter intimidation in the hardfought race between GOP Sen.
George Allen and Democrat Jim
Webb. Jean Jensen, secretary of
the Board of Elections, said her
office received reports of phone calls
apparently encouraging voters to
stay home on Election Day. Other
calls directed voters to the wrong
polling place.
In Indiana, the FBI was investigating allegations that a Democratic
volunteer at a Monroe County polling site was found with unprocessed
absentee ballots.
Other states reported voter
intimidation problems and dirty
tricks.
In Arizona, three men, one of

them armed, stopped Hispanic voters
and questioned them outside a Tucson
polling place, according to voting
monitors for the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
which photographed the incidents and
reported them to the FBI.
In Maryland, sample ballots suggesting Republican Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich and Senate candidate Michael
Steele were Democrats were handed
out by people bused in from out of state.
Democrats outnumber Republicans in
Maryland by nearly 2-to-1.
An Ehrlich spokeswoman said the
fliers were meant to show the candidates had the support of some state
Democrats. They were paid for by
the campaigns of Ehrlich, Steel and
the GOP. Some of the fliers include
pictures of Ehrlich with Democrat
Kweisi Mfume, a former NAACP
president.
More than 80 percent of the
nation’s voters were expected to
cast some type of electronic ballot
Tuesday, which was the deadline for
major reforms mandated by the federal Help America Vote Act, passed
by Congress to prevent a rerun of the

2000 election debacle.
Across the country, Democrats
accused Republicans of sponsoring
automated “robo-calls” that have
infuriated voters. The recorded calls,
which reached a fever pitch in the
days leading up to the election, automatically dial and re-redial, promoting or trashing a candidate.
Republicans have denied responsibility. Some voters have reported being
awakened in the middle of the night
by such calls, and said that after they
hung up, the phone rang again. Federal
rules bar election phone solicitations
after 9 p.m.
In some states, the effort to improve
the integrity of the election system got
off to a shaky start. Long lines formed,
prompting appeals to judges to keep the
polls open longer.
Kevin Caffrey, a 43-year-old school
teacher from Denver and a registered
Republican, was furious after he was
forced to stand in line for more than
an hour.
“Every individual who put me in
line, I’m voting against them. I’ve been
waiting in line like an animal. This is a
nightmare,” he said.

Guatemala, Venezuela drop out while
Panama wins seat to Security Council
Edith M. Lederer
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

UNI TED
N AT I O N S
— One of the longest battles for a
seat on the powerful U.N. Security
Council ended Tuesday with victory for Panama after U.S.-backed
Guatemala and leftist Venezuela
led by anti-American President
Hugo Chavez withdrew to end a
deadlock.
The General Assembly’s overwhelming vote for Panama on
the 48th ballot was greeted with
loud applause by diplomats in the
packed chamber, who had been
trying since Oct. 12 to choose a
candidate from Latin America and
the Caribbean to serve a two-year
term on the U.N.’s most powerful
body.
In the secret ballot, Panama
received 164 votes — more than
the required two-thirds major-

ity of the 189 voting members in the
192-nation assembly. Venezuela got 11
votes, Guatemala 4 votes, Barbados 1
vote, and 9 countries abstained.
General Assembly President
Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa,
who announced the results, said she
was “delighted” at Panama’s victory
and that all five new members of the
Security Council had now been chosen
— Belgium, Indonesia, Italy, Panama
and South Africa. They will join the
15-seat council on Jan. 1.
Panamanian President Martin
Torrijos Espino said he was honored his
country was elected. Panama will try to
unify Latin American and Caribbean
nations and help the council reach
consensus on sticky issues, he said.
“We have always aspired to . . . be the
force that can unite positions,” Torrijos
said during a visit to the Mexico Pacific
coast resort of Acapulco, where he is
attending a meeting on efforts to help
disabled people.

Panama’s election was virtually
assured last week when the foreign
ministers of Guatemala and Venezuela
met and agreed to withdraw in favor of
the Central American nation, which
they called a bridge between the northern and southern Latin America. The
34 Latin American and Caribbean
nations endorsed Panama as the group’s
candidate on Friday.
The race for the council seat became
highly political because of the U.S. support for Guatemala and Chavez’ reference to President Bush as “the devil” in
his speech in September to the General
Assembly ministerial meeting. A number of countries said Chavez’ anti-Bush
comments hurt Venezuela’s chances.
Guatemala led Venezuela in all but
one of the 47 ballots but could not
muster the two-thirds support needed
to win in the General Assembly. The
standoff was the third-longest battle
for a Security Council seat in the
U.N.’s 61-year history.
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IBM develops new technology to help
improve language skills at India call centers
Rajesh Mahapatra
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW DELHI — Even as Indian
call centers have thrived in the past
decade, helping U.S. companies cut
costs and creating hundreds of thousands of jobs here, they have faced
a seemingly insurmountable problem:
Most Indian employees speak heavily
accented English.
Now IBM Corp.’s India Research
Lab says it has a way to help operators
fix the harsh consonants, local idioms
and occasionally different grammar of
Indian English, often a source of frustration of those who call in search of
tech support and other information.
IBM, which operates large call
center facilities here, has developed a
Web-based training technology that
can help improve language skills of
operators.
Although the technology was initially developed for its call center
employees in India, it has broad applicability for individuals as well as in
schools and businesses, said Ashish
Verma, who led efforts to develop
the tool at the India Research Lab in
New Delhi.
The program evaluates grammar,
pronunciation, comprehension and
other spoken-language skills and provides detailed scores for each category.
It uses specially adapted speech-recognition software to score the pronunciation of passages and the stressing of
syllables for individual words.
The technology also consists of
voice-enabled grammar evaluation
tests, which identify areas for improvement by highlighting shortcomings
and providing examples of correct pronunciation and grammar.
“Most of the existing solutions
are available offline, where you listen

“ has become the common language of the business
“English
world, so the ability to communicate effectively in English
can dictate success or failure in integrating into the
global business environment.

— Dan Dias
director of India Research Lab

to model speakers and mimic their
accents,” Verma said. “In our case, we
are analyzing speech.”
But many call center companies in
India said the new technology could
prove to be a supplement rather than
a substitute to existing training programs.
“Online solutions and software
can act as an aid in training an individual. However, it is critical that this
is supported by classroom training,”
said Pradeep Narayanan, chief delivery
officer at 24/7 Customer, a leading
Indian outsourcing company.
Narayanan said his company already
uses software to help employees to
improve fluency and clarity of speech
as well as undertake self-evaluations of
their language skills.
“Such tools can be amalgamated as
new modules into existing training programs. They can never be a standalone
solution,” said Asutosh Malik, vice
president training at EXL Services, a
New York-based outsourcing company
that employs more than 7,000 people
at call centers in India.
EXL encourages its employees to
speak English in an accent-neutral
style and uses a mixture of tools that
include e-learning, accent samples
and records of conversations with clients. But the emphasis is “on learning
through practice,” Malik said.
Scores of Western firms routinely
transfer back-office work to India,
where wages are low and skilled work-

ers are plentiful.
When the outsourcing boom got
under way in the late 1990s, companies
tried to ease Western fears of jobs moving offshore by training workers to use
American and British accents. Many of
them often used fake western names.
However, with resentment in the
West waning, most companies are
now discouraging their employees
from faking accents or names. Instead,
they are being asked to speak clearly
and avoid accents.
IBM’s solution could help these
efforts, but it isn’t clear if the company would commercialize the new
technology.
EXL’s Malik said IBM’s tool could
find a good market in India.
The need to develop the new technology was driven, in part, by IBM’s
own plans to expand and hire more
people in India.
Over the next three years, it plans
to invest $6 billion in India, making
it a hub for its outsourcing business. It
plans to hire more employees for all of
its businesses, including Daksh eServices, an Indian call center company
that employs more than 25,000 people
and was acquired by IBM in 2004.
“English has become the common
language of the business world, so the
ability to communicate effectively in
English can dictate success or failure
in integrating into the global business
environment,” said Dan Dias, director
of India Research Lab.

Key ﬁndings from exit polls in Tuesday’s Illinois election
ROD BLAGOJEVICH’S STRENGTHS: Blagojevich edged Topinka among
male voters, and he received even stronger support from women compared
to his female Republican opponent. He also was favored by blacks and
Latinos, union members and those who believe Illinois’ economy is in good
shape.
JUDY BAAR TOPINKA’S STRENGTHS: Judy Baar Topinka had a slight edge
among white voters and saw some support from those whose family income
is above $75,000. She was favored by college graduates and got strong support from those who approve of the job President Bush is doing.
THE ETHICS QUESTION: Most Illinois voters said the issue of corruption and
ethics in state government was extremely or very important to them in their
vote for governor. This follows the April conviction of former Gov. George
Ryan on federal racketeering and fraud charges. Blagojevich’s administration is under federal investigation, although he has not been accused of
wrongdoing.
THE CROSSOVER VOTE: Topinka and Blagojevich each drew a large proportion of their party votes. While Topinka was favored by independents, Illinois
is a heavily Democratic state — giving the edge to Blagojevich.
ILLINOIS ECONOMY: Voters were split on whether the Illinois economy is in
excellent/good shape or not-so-good/poor condition. Blagojevich got support from those who view the economy favorably; he and Topinka were even
among those who are more pessimistic on the economy.
BUSH BACKLASH: A strong majority of voters disapprove of the job President Bush is doing — a signiﬁcantly higher number than the amount of
voters who said the same thing two years ago.
OBAMA FOR PRESIDENT?: A majority of voters believe U.S. Sen. Barack
Obama would make a good president. When the same question was asked
two years ago about the Illinois Democrat, the vote was evenly split.
HASTERT’S APPROVAL: More voters expressed an unfavorable opinion
about House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., who has been hurt by revelations that former Rep. Mark Foley, a Republican, had sent sexually explicit
computer messages to teenage congressional pages.
WAR IN IRAQ: A strong majority of Illinois voters either somewhat or
strongly disapproved of the war in Iraq.
Source: The Associated Press
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THEIR WORD

Cut and run? Let’s retire that phrase
W

ith Tuesday’s election, we
hope one loopy phrase
can be stomped back into
the can of political sleaze from which
it escaped. The
phrase? “Cut
and run.”
Anyone
advocating
immediate or
even sometimesoon withdrawal of American
troops from
Iraq is apt to be
accused of wanting to “cut and run,”

A case can be made
for not considering
withdrawing from
Iraq until the
conflict somehow is
redeemed.

meaning they advocate a dishonorable, cowardly retreat.
But calling for an end to a fruitless, bloody conflict to which this
nation has devoted itself for three
years and which shows no signs of
ever ending on terms favorable to
the United States, is in no way cowardly. It’s a reasonable, even brave,
perspective. It says, in effect, don’t
spend more American blood, more
American treasure, on a lost cause.
That honorable point of view
actually fits well with the original
meaning of cut and run, lost now on
most who use the term.

In nautical battles among sailing
ships, when enemy vessels were bearing down on a navy caught at anchor,
the ropes to the anchors would be
cut and the ships would run with
the wind, thus surviving to engage
the enemy on more equal terms. An
admiral who cut and ran was more
likely to be praised for saving his
fleet than criticized for cowardice.
We seem now to have reached the
phase of the Iraq war that former
Minnesota Sen. Eugene McCarthy
described about Vietnam: “As (the
war) continued to go badly, its advocates became more defensive. The

motives of those who spoke out
against the war were questioned, as
was their patriotism, and in the case
of the Democrats their loyalty to the
party. Critics were called ‘nervous
Nellies’ and ‘special pleaders,’ and,
in the language of cattle handlers, as
ready to ‘cut and run.’”
A case can be made for not considering withdrawing from Iraq until
the conflict somehow is redeemed.
But that case should be made with
real arguments, not with sleazy
accusations that those who advocate
a different course want to “cut and
run.”

GUEST COLUMN

Breaking down the walls in show business
Tim Giago
MCT

Oh, Hollywood, that beautiful
place where dreams are made and
dreams are dashed.
I need not go into the horrific, erroneous, hideous, nonsensical
and racist movies about American
Indians that have sprouted in this
magic kingdom and left such an
onerous stench across Indian country
because they have been enumerated
countless times among the Indian
people themselves.
We are all products of our times.
Jay Silverheels, the infamous Tonto
of the “Lone Ranger” shows, fought
to make changes in the movie industry at a time when Indians were
considered no more important than
ornaments that decorate the movie
set. He went along to get along,
and his pidgin English pronunciations to the Masked Crusader soon
became synonymous with all Indians.
“Me makeum smoke signals to Great
White Father, Ugh” was the kind of
language any aspiring Indian actor
had to master before he could be cast
in the early Westerns.
White kids playing Indians in

the perennial game of Cowboys
and Indians were soon spouting
this “Tontonese” with expert clarity. In the 1930s and 1940s, Indian
children attending classes at the
Indian boarding schools went so
far as to emulate the linguistics of
Silverheels. Even in the movie “Key
Largo,” a movie in which Silverheels
plays the part of a Seminole Indian,
he continues to speak in his pidgin
English voice.
I spoke with Silverheels many
years ago at an awards banquet in
Los Angeles, and I was not surprised
to hear him say that he was always
very, very uncomfortable speaking as
he did, and he wished he had been
more assertive to the many white
directors who expected him to speak
like an unaccomplished idiot. “But
this is the way it was back then,
and I think I allowed myself to be
manipulated because I was one of
the few Indians actually playing the
part of an Indian, and I really hoped
that by going along I would be able
to open the door for other Indian
actors,” he said.
The Indian people are truly the
invisible people in the movies and

in the many television sit-coms.
You tell me when you last saw an
Indian in an everyday situation in a
sit-com? I know that the television
series “Northern Exposure” featured
Elaine Miles, Umatilla, as Marilyn
Whirlwind in a recurring role, but
that series was an exception to the
rule.
Movie opportunities are rare
indeed for Indian actors and actresses. It is probably more so for Indian
women because in the early days
of motion pictures whites portrayed
most Indian women. Of course,
Victor Mature as Crazy Horse opposite Earl Flynn as George Armstrong
Custer in “They Died With Their
Boots On” is also an example of nonIndians taking on the roles of strong
Indian males.
Graham Greene is probably one
of the best-known Indian actors and
yet even he chose to take on a role
that was demeaning. A movie based
on the book “The Education of Little
Tree” written by Forrest Carter, a
white man claiming to be an Indian,
and worse yet, a former member of
the Ku Klux Klan, placed Greene in
the uncomfortable position of play-

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

ing a role that should have been left
in the hands of a white man playing
an Indian. As a matter of fact, based
on the lies that created the book, it
was a movie that should not have
been made at all.
Carter, the author, was a segregationist writer for Alabama Gov.
George Wallace and the leader of a
Ku Klux Klan branch that preached
hate against blacks and Jews. Amy
Kallio Bollman said of his book, “It
is not autobiographical — at least
not as we conventionally utilize that
term. While the aesthetic value of
the book is arguable, it contains messages which are thinly veiled prowhite supremacist and which are
perhaps unintentionally anti-Native
American.”
American Indian film director Chris Eyre has made a supreme
effort to bring movies with Indians as
main characters into the mainstream,
but the lack of good scripts and a
high wall to climb within the movie
industry have shackled him. He is
young and he will, in my estimation,
knock down the wall standing in his
path.
As Indians we have to move

past stereotypical movies like “Black
Cloud” with Eddie Spears and
Russell Means. As a matter of record,
for an activist Means played the only
role worth mentioning in the movie.
It’s like when you see any really bad
movie, but even in the badness, you
find one actor of worth. Means filled
that role in “Black Cloud.”
If there is an Indian star on the
horizon it has to be Adam Beach. I
am sure that he is at times uncomfortable about the roles he has to take
on as an Indian actor. Even in his
dramatic role as Ira Hayes in Clint
Eastwood’s “Flags of Our Fathers,”
Beach had to further dramatize the
image of a stereotypical drunken
Indian.
I am hopeful that those past
Indian actors like Jay Silverheels and
Eddie Little Sky will someday be
honored for the pain they had to
endure while trying to make their
mark in Hollywood. They did open
the doors for real Indians with their
sacrifice.
Giago, an Oglala Lakota, is the founder
and first president of the Native
American Journalists Association.
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are Carbondale’s police department, and I want
“ We
to foster the idea of being a part of the community.

”

Bob Ledbetter
recently named Carbondale chief of police
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Free copies are distributed on campus
and in the Carbondale, Murphysboro,
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Top politicians have recently been pushing Barack Obama to run for president in 2008, after only one senate term. So . . .

Do you think this is a good idea?

REACHING US

Junior from Aurora studying finance said:

“Obama should wait a few more years. He’s popular, but he doesn’t fit the presidential role. In the near future, maybe because
I do think he will be the first black president.”
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Senior from O’Fallon studying psychology said:

“Being in the military, I have to say that Obama has supported and funded the military, thus proving himself to be qualified
enough for president, beyond my Republican beliefs.”
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NOTICE
Sophomore from Princeton studying film production said:

“I don’t follow politics, but I would say political experience may not have benefited the current president very well, so
it doesn’t matter than Obama has only served one senate term.”
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Can’t have one-sided negtotiation
DEAR EDITOR:
Regarding contract negotiations, Dr.
Kolb says that the two sides cannot simply
state their positions through the media.
Didn’t the administration start this process
by taking out full-page advertisements in the
DAILY EGYPTIAN and Southern Illinoisan?
He also says union leaders must set

The DAILY EGYPTIAN is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
authority to make all content decisions
without censorship or advance approval.

up a time to come back to the bargaining
table. I thought it was the administration
that refused to go on with the negotiation
process, thus reneging on its commitment to
interest-based bargaining.
Is Dr. Kolb saying they are prepared to
go back to being reasonable?

By the way, if you make only one offer, I
suppose it must be your “best and last” offer.
By the same token, is it not also your “first
and worst” offer?

W. D. Wallis
professor, mathematics

The D AILY E GYP TIAN is published
by the students of Southern Illinois
University.
Offices are in the Communications
Building, Room 1259, at Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale,
Carbondale, IL 62901. William
Freivogel, fiscal officer. First copy is
free; each additional copy 50 cents. Mail
subscriptions available.
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local, national and global issues affecting the Southern Illinois University
community. Viewpoints expressed in
columns and letters to the editor do not
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Democrats still hold
county board majority
Ryan Rendleman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Incumbent
State Rep.
Mike Bost hugs
his brother
Daniel Bost
after he won
the District
2 County
Board seat
on Tuesday
evening at the
Elks Lodge in
Murphysboro.
M ELISSA B ARR
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Mixed emotions for GOP
Alicia Wade
DAILY EGYPTIAN

More than 40 people packed into
the Elks Lodge in Murphysboro on
Tuesday to support the Republican
party, anxiously watching ballot numbers posted on a projector in the back
corner of the room.
But Tuesday night only held small
victories for the Republican party, both
in Illinois and across the country.
Illinois Republicans went on to
win three seats on the Jackson County
Board, and incumbent Mike Bost won
his race for state representative for the
115th District, but the party could
not gain the governorship from the
Democrats.
Elsewhere around the country, the outlook was less bright for
Republicans.
Republicans nationwide felt the
blow of criticism of the war in Iraq,
scandals involving party members
and overall discontent with the Bush
administration.
Democrats seized control of the
House for the first time in 12 years and
were in close running to take control of
the Senate at press time.

GREEN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

In Jackson County, William Alstat,
Daniel Bost and Donald Barrett won
board seats. Incumbent State Rep.
Mike Bost retained his seat after beating Green Party candidate Charlie
Howe.
Mike Bost expressed his concerns
about the Illinois gubernatorial race
early in the night before any precincts
had reported their numbers.
“I’m feeling good about my race,”
Bost said. “But I’m worried about the
governor’s race. My kids and grandkids
can’t afford four more years of this
guy.”
The theme of the night was fiscal
future, with several candidates pointing
out dramatic rises in debt both locally
and on the state level.
“If you put all of Illinois’ debts and
borrowing together, we are so deep in
debt right now,” Mike Bost said.
Three Republican congressmen lost
in Indiana, two in New Hampshire,
three more in Pennsylvania and one
in both Kansas and North Carolina.
Democrats won open seats in New
York, Arizona and elsewhere.
Longtime House speaker Dennis
Hastert of Illinois, enduring atypical contention on election night, lost

the position he’s held since 1999 to
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi of
California. Hastert retained a U.S. representative seat for an 11th term by
beating former U.S. Navy intelligence
officer John Laesch.
“It’s been kind of tough out there,”
Hastert said from his home district as
votes came in.
Incumbent Rep. John Shimkus, a
Republican from Collinsville, retained
his seat in District 19 against Democrat
Danny Stover.
Exit polls conducted by The
Associated Press showed the Iraq war,
ethics concerns and disdain for the
president and his policies spurred the
Republican downfall.
Some polls suggested Republican
scandals on Capitol Hill appeared to
hurt the party’s incumbents even more
than Bush’s disapproval and the almost
four-year-old war in Iraq.
Republican leaders said races came
down to individual candidates instead
of the party as a whole. They called
Democrats tax raisers who would flee
from Iraq and not impose harsh penalties on terrorists.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.

1

they could run against the traditional
party. He said he spent much of his
time before the election trying to get
the party on the ballot and increasing
the visibility of the Greens.
“People at least know enough to
ask about the Greens now, whereas
before, you drew a blank stare,” he
said.
Dave Adams, an Army specialist and SIUC student, said he
used to be a Democrat but now
backs the Green Party because it
has principles. He said the showing
of the Greens in the election gave
him hope for American politics,
and he respects the party for its
hard work.
He said this election and the
war in Iraq have created a political
atmosphere where the bottom line
is no longer about party affiliation,
but it is about doing what is right.
He said even though the Greens
didn’t win, their showing was a
moral victory and shows promise for
the future.
“This is not an overnight victory,”
Adams said. “This is a long dragged
out fight.”
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute
Director Mike Lawrence said many
people were unhappy with the major
party gubernatorial candidates in
this year’s election. He said many of
Whitney’s supporters are aware of
the Green Party platform, but others

Early, absentee and grace ballots
played a major role in Tuesday’s elections for the Jackson County Board.
Jackson County Clerk and
Recorder Larry Reinhardt said 1,100
ballots were cast during early, absentee and grace ballots, and those votes
put candidates in two county board
races neck and neck.
Democratic incumbent Mickey
Korando won over challenger Bruce
Wallace by only one vote. The
Democrats retained the majority in
the county board but did lose ground
to the Republicans — Democrats
won four seats and Republicans won
three.
Some employees within the
County Clerk and Recorder’s Office
speculated there could be a recount
in the district.
The race between Lisa Budslick
and Donald R. Barrett also came
down to the wire, with Barrett beating Budslick by 69 votes.
Reinhardt said the county’s voter
turnout was higher than expected,
with extra ballots sent to a number
of precincts.
“We had based the number of
ballots we sent to each precinct on
the last gubernatorial election, and
the fact that a lot of them needed
more is a good sign,” he said.
For the Republicans, Daniel Bost,
who won a District 2 board seat,
said he was happy to win because
he believes it will help balance the
county board politically. He also

HOUSE
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Illinois gubernatorial candidate Rich Whitney, center, smiles
amongst supporters as they watch election results at the Holiday Inn
in Carbondale on Tuesday night.
who voted for him were probably
trying to buck the traditional party
candidates.
“Basically you have two candidates, two major-party candidates,
who have high negative ratings,”
Lawrence said. “And that typically
results in people not turning out to
vote or voting for an alternative.”
Rita Sullivan of Carbondale said
she is a registered Democrat but
doesn’t vote along party lines. She
said she votes for the best candidate
.and in this election she voted for
Whitney.
“Poor guy probably won’t make it,
but with people disenfranchised with

Blagojevich and upset with Topinka,
he might garner a few votes,”
she said.
Sullivan said she was upset with
Blagojevich’s poor education funding and pension raiding track record.
She said voting for the hometown
candidate might bring a little bit of
help to southern Illinois, and she
figured she would give Whitney a
shot.
Howe said the Green Party is in
its infancy, and its future depends on a
cohesive statewide effort for the party.
“If anything else, the Greens need
to learn to work together as a party,”
he said.

1

rise to power and clear the way for
Rep. Nancy Pelosi to become the
country’s first female House speaker.
By early Wednesday, no Democratic
incumbent had lost.
“The old era of irresponsibility is
over, and the new era of real reform
has just begun,” declared Rep. Rahm
Emanuel, the Illinois Democrat who
oversaw his party’s House campaign.
Faced with the inevitable,
the White House made plans for
President Bush to call Pelosi first thing
Wednesday morning, and Republican
Party Chairman Ken Mehlman
called to congratulate Democratic
Party Chairman Howard Dean and
Emanuel.

1

With 7,761 of 11,692 precincts counted in unofficial returns,
Blagojevich had 50 percent, or
1,102,279 votes, compared to 40 percent or 883,688 for Topinka. Green
Party candidate Rich Whitney had 11
percent, or 237,368 votes.
John Evans, who was up for reelection for District 7 of the Jackson
County Board, was confident about his
race and the Democrats as a whole.
“I’m expecting the Democrats will
sweep the elections,” Evans said.
Evans was later declared the winner against Republican Dayton Loyd.
Though the Jackson County
Democrats suffered some losses, the
mood was one of excitement and joy as
the news of a new Democratic-majority-led Congress trickled in.
Exit polling found that 86 percent
of voters considered corruption and
ethics “extremely important” or “very
important” in their vote for governor.
Blagojevich got the support of about
half those voters, while Topinka got
only 4 in 10.
Blagojevich’s strong performance
despite his ethics problems may reflect
his success in portraying Topinka as an

said he hopes to see more economic development within Jackson
County.
“It gives me confidence people
in District 2 are ready to move forward,” Bost said.
Even though the Green Party,
which had candidates for two seats,
didn’t win any, they still expressed
hope.
Jennifer Vaughn, a senior from
Coal City studying plant biology
who ran under the Green Party for a
District 6 seat, said the Green Party
received more votes than expected
for the board.
The county board has recently been facing budget problems.
Former County Board Chairman
Gary Hartlieb previously said the
board, like many county boards, is
running out of money. During the
past four or five years, tax caps have
greatly contributed to this problem.
Throughout those years, revenue
from property taxes, sales taxes and
a replacement tax from the state
has helped the board keep the budget balanced. Another important
issue that could determine whether
the budget will remain balanced
is the outcome of current negotiations between the board and county
employees for their contracts.
The Jackson County Board acts
as the legislative arm of the county
government, supplies money for
county operations and is also in
charge of the budgets for the various
branches of county government.
Wendy Weinhold contributed to this report.

“It’s been kind of tough out there,”
conceded House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R-Ill., who won an 11th term.
The magic number for control was
218 seats. By late Tuesday, Democrats
had won 211 seats and were leading
for another 22, which would give
them 233. Republicans won 172 and
were leading in 28.
Casualties of a Democratic call for
change, three GOP congressmen lost
in Indiana, three more in Pennsylvania,
two in New Hampshire, one in
North Carolina and one in Kansas.
Democrats won open seats in New
York, Arizona, Iowa and elsewhere.
Scandals that have dogged
Republicans appeared to hurt GOP
incumbents even more than Bush’s
unpopularity and the nearly fouryear-old war in Iraq.
extension of former Republican Gov.
George Ryan, who faces six years in
prison on federal corruption charges.
“Basically, voters got the message
that you can vote for Corrupt Person
A or Corrupt Person B,” said Cynthia
Canary, executive director of the Illinois
Campaign for Political Reform.
Blagojevich will have a Democratcontrolled Legislature to work with, as
he did in his first term. That sometimes
proved to be a mixed blessing, with
House Speaker Michael Madigan and
Senate President Emil Jones clashing
with the governor.
Blagojevich’s win, coupled with the
possibility of a Democratic sweep of
every statewide office, is another body
blow for the Illinois Republican Party.
The Illinois gubernatorial win
Tuesday wasn’t the only victory for
Democrats. The Democrats in
Massachusetts, Ohio and New
York took back vulnerable seats and
tried hard to unseat Republicans in
Minnesota and Maryland.
As of press time late Tuesday night,
the Democrats were close to winning a
majority of governorships for the first
time since the GOP landslide of 1994.
But they needed to win at least one
more Republican-held office while
holding their states.
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According to AFSCME figures,
School of Medicine workers are
paid 11 percent less than civil service employees at SIUC and SIU-

Edwardsville. The workers make
26 percent less than employees at
the University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign.
“We don’t have as many resources as we would like to have at this
point in time,” SIU President Glenn
Poshard told the Springfield State

Journal-Register in September.
“Having said that, it’s our goal to be
as equitable as we can for the people
who work for us.”
Brandon Weisenberger can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
brandon_weisenberger@dailyegyptian.com.

Arizona OKs bills targeting illegal
immigrants; 4 states ban gay marriage
David Crary
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Amendments to ban gay marriage
won approval Tuesday in four states
— including Wisconsin, where gayrights activists had nursed hopes of
engineering the first defeat of such
a ban. Arizona passed four measures
targeting illegal immigrants, including
one making English the state’s official
language.
A total of 205 measures were on
the ballots in 37 states — ranging from
routine bond issues to a riveting contest
in South Dakota, where voters chose
whether to uphold or reject a toughest-in-the-nation law that would ban
virtually all abortions.
Activists on both sides of the abortion debate were on edge over the
campaign, and early returns showed an
edge for those seeking to quash the law.
If the ban was upheld, abortion-rights
supporters were likely to launch a legal
challenge that could lead all the way to
the U.S. Supreme Court.
Eight states had ban-gay-marriage
amendments on their ballots; South
Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia
joined Wisconsin in approving them,
while results were pending in Arizona,
Colorado, Idaho and South Dakota.
Similar amendments have passed previously in all 20 states to consider
them.
Colorado voters had an extra
option — a measure that would grant
domestic-partnership rights to samesex couples.
Conservatives hoped the same-sex
marriage bans might increase turnout
for Republicans. Democrats looked
for a boost from low-income voters
turning out on behalf of measures

to raise the state minimum wage in
six states. The wage hike passed in
Missouri, Montana, Ohio and Nevada;
results were pending in Arizona and
Colorado.
In Missouri, a proposed amendment
allowing stem cell research was a factor
in the crucial Senate race there; incumbent Republican Jim Talent opposed
the measure, while Democratic challenger Claire McCaskill supported it.
Missouri — along with Arizona,
South Dakota and California — had
a sharp increase in tobacco taxes on its
ballot. In California alone, big tobacco
companies spent more than $56 million fighting a tax increase that would
boost the average price of a pack of
cigarettes to $6.55.
In Ohio, anti-smoking activists
won a showdown with R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco. Voters approved a tough ban
on smoking in public places and rejected a rival, Reynolds-backed measure
that would have exempted bars, bowling alleys and racetracks.
The costliest ballot campaign — a
state record of $133 million — was
raised in the fight over California’s
Proposition 87, which would tax companies drilling for oil in the state. The
proposal sought to raise $4 billion to
promote alternative fuels and energyefficient vehicles.
Nevada and Colorado both offered
measures that would legalize possession
of up to an ounce of marijuana by anyone 21 and older. A measure in Rhode
Island would restore voting rights to
felons on probation and parole.
Michigan voters decided whether
to bar the state government from using
race and gender to determine who gets
into college, who gets hired and who
receives contracts.

Land use was a hot issue, part of
a backlash against a 2005 Supreme
Court ruling allowing the city of New
London, Conn., to buy up homes to
make way for a private commercial
development.
Eleven states considered eminentdomain measures barring the government from taking private property for a private use; Florida, Georgia,
New Hampshire and South Carolina
approved them overwhelmingly. In
four states — Arizona, California,
Idaho and Washington — voters could
require state and local authorities to
compensate property owners if landuse regulations lowered the value of
their property.
South Dakota voters could make
their state the first to strip immunity
from judges, exposing them to the possibility of lawsuits, fines and even jail for
their actions on the bench. Opponents,
including leaders of both major parties,
said it would create chaos in the judicial
system.
In Maine, Nebraska and Oregon,
voters considered measures that would
cap increases in state spending — similar to a controversial measure approved
in Colorado in 1992.
Arizona voters were deciding
on the most ballot measures — 19
— including four that were approved
that stemmed from frustration over
the influx of illegal immigrants. One
measure will make English the state’s
official language; another expands the
list of government benefits denied to
illegal immigrants.
Voters weren’t keen about another,
more quirky Arizona measure: They
defeated a proposal that would have
awarded $1 million to a randomly
selected voter in each general election.
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

The Boondocks

by Aaron McGruder

Girls and Sports

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda Black
Today’s Birthday (11-08-06). Being frugal and paying bills on
time works for you this year. You’ll end up with enough for a cruise,
if you play your cards right. To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 6 - Do the homework in
advance. When you get to the store you’ll know which is the awesome deal, and which one is the scam. There will be a test.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is an 8 - You’re under pressure from the competition but that’s OK. You get stronger under
pressure, like a brick.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 5 - Give the job your full
attention for a little while longer. Once this is done you’ll have time
to relax, but that won’t be for a little while. Hang in there.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is an 8 - Be gracious to a person who isn’t quite saying what he or she really means. You’ll be
able to tell but don’t make a big fuss. Use it to your advantage.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 5 - Temptation raises its ugly
head. Don’t let it talk you into spending more time with people
you don’t like and less with the people you do. Loved ones feed
you power.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - Before you begin a
new assignment, make sure you know what’s required. This will
not be easy. The first answer isn’t correct.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 5 - Continue to focus on
your career. You’ll be very busy for a while but not forever. Well,
not unless you take on another big project immediately.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8 - You can afford a
special treat, if you’ve been good. Love and luck come together in
a marvelous way.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 6 - Assume that the
person who’s doing the talking is a great storyteller. Enjoy the
show but don’t bet on it’s being true.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is an 8 - Proceed with
caution, and don’t offer to pay everybody’s way. You can afford it
but they won’t respect you for it in the morning. Encourage selfsufficiency.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 5 - An easily-overlooked
variable is the emotional component. As you’re analyzing the situation, take that into consideration. One who’s acting out of character may be frightened, in some way.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is an 8 - Some of the things
you’ve been worried about actually do need your attention. The
trick is to figure out which is which, and do it quickly.

“The Daily Egyptian is the
key to any great civilization!”
— Gusimus Maximus

(c) 2006, TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

NOPUD
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

SOIVR

Friday’s puzzle
Solution to Tuesday’s
puzzle

MILGRY
www.jumble.com

SAFRAC
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer:
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

11/8/06

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles:
HAVOC FIFTY
VIRUS LAGOON
MUSCLE CAMPER
BEFOUL
Jumbles: BIRCH
needed
when
he went
Answer:
What he
Mom
looked
forward
to —to bed —
Answer: What
A
NIGHT
“CAP”BUS
THE
SCHOOL
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“Do we want him to turn the ball
over? No,” Kill said. “We don’t want
the turnovers, and we certainly get on
him for that, but his progress and job of
playing the game of football has been
great for us so far.”
Hill’s performance in SIU’s 3528 win against Division I-A Indiana
University has proven his abilities. He
threw for 142 yards and four touchdowns in perhaps one of the biggest
wins in Saluki football history.
The fact remains, though, that some
of Hill’s turnovers have been untimely.
Against Western Kentucky, Hill
threw an interception with 48 seconds
remaining in the game — just seven
plays after the Hilltoppers took a 27-14
lead on a Lerron Moore 3-yard touchdown run.

News

WKU would take the ball on the
SIU 41-yard line and run the remaining clock out to secure the upset over
the Salukis.
Against Youngstown, SIU appeared
poised to take the momentum and a
lead into the half with the game tied
at 7-7.
After a 60-yard drive, which found
the Salukis on the YSU 11-yard line on
second-and-seven, Hill fumbled to give
the Penguins possession.
Youngstown kicked a field goal on
the ensuing drive to give YSU a 10-7
lead.
Hill, who put up solid numbers at
Youngstown despite the giveaways, said
the number of turnovers by the team
and himself needs to be cut down.
“If we don’t turn (the ball) over,
then we probably have a good chance
of winning the game,” Hill said. “In the
games we have lost, we turned the ball

over, and that is something that I have
to get better at.”
Hill said he has learned from each
of his three interceptions this season
and keeps the plays in the back of his
head for future reference.
Kill said despite the turnovers, he
still has the utmost confidence in Hill
and that turnovers can be expected
from any first year quarterback.
He insisted his quarterback will pull
through.
“I am telling you right now that
Nick Hill is special, and just give the
kid time because it is his first year playing,” Kill said. “Any time your team
is 6-3, you are there because of your
quarterback, and we wouldn’t be here
without him.”
Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.

Miami football player shot, killed
Tim Reynolds
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

University of Miami defensive
end Bryan Pata was shot and killed
Tuesday night, shortly after leaving the practice field, school officials
said.
The circumstances around Pata’s
death were not immediately clear, and
Miami-Dade police refused to release
specific information about what happened. A formal announcement was
expected from the university at a later
time.
“Right now, we’re just gathering
ourselves and just trying to pull ourselves together,” Miami athletic direc-

tor Paul Dee said.
Pata, a graduate of Miami
Central, was in his fourth year with
the Hurricanes. He appeared in 41
games, making 23 starts, and was
expected to be selected in next spring’s
NFL draft.
It was at least the fourth time that
tragedy involving a player has struck
the Hurricanes in recent years.
In April 1996, reserve linebacker
and Miami native Marlin Barnes was
murdered in a campus apartment.
In 2003, former Miami safety Al
Blades was killed in a car accident,
about a year after former Miami linebacker Chris Campbell — who just
had completed his eligibility with the

Hurricanes — also died in a crash.
Pata’s death was the second incident involving guns this season for
the Hurricanes.
In July, reserve safety Willie
Cooper was shot in the buttocks
when confronted in his yard before
an early morning workout. Cooper
was not seriously injured. Brandon
Meriweather, one of Cooper’s teammates and roommates, returned fire at
Cooper’s assailant, taking three shots
that apparently missed, police said.
Several Miami players, including
Pata, said that incident was a robbery
attempt and cautioned other teammates to always be aware of their
surroundings.
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Saluki Insider
Saluki Banter
With the NHL season well under way, the question is: Has anything changed since the
strike season two years ago? Do the new rule changes draw your interest or ire? What will
bring hockey to the forefront of American sports again?

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“What’s hockey? Hockey is as important
to me as yard sales — I could care less. With
college basketball, college football and the
NBA brewing, there is no such thing as the
NHL in my mind. Unless there’s a sweet fight.”

“Nothing can bring hockey back to the
forefront, but that doesn’t mean I will stop
BRIAN FELDT
watching it. The NHL playoffs are the most
intense of any professional sport. Anyone
brian_feldt@
who doesn’t like hockey should watch an NHL
dailyegyptian.com
playoff game — it could change your mind.”

SCOTT MIESZALA
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com
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“We were terrified at that,”
Lowery said. “But he just wanted to
know where the papers were being
sent.”
Lowery had reason to worry —
only two days before, Mike Bizoukas,
a Missouri Valley Conference recruit,
backed out of his verbal agreement
with the University of Northern
Iowa and later announced his intent
to play at DePaul University.
“Hopefully that doesn’t continue
to happen,” Lowery said.
The NLI’s Web site, nationalletter.org, lays out the guidelines of
a verbal commitment. It states that a

“I like the rule changes, but the NHL should
do the same thing the MLB did to regain its
popularity after a strike: steroids. Just turn the
game into Wayne Gretzky’s 3D Hockey for N64.
Then we’ll be asking the same question 10 years
from now, after the eventual steroids scandal.”

verbal commitment is a “non-binding, oral agreement between you and
the institution. The only binding
nature of the commitment is your
word and the institution’s promise.”
In other words, albeit frowned
upon, it is acceptable for a player to
back out of a verbal commitment.
MVC commissioner Doug Elgin
said it’s a tough situation. There’s
nothing the coaches in the conference — or any conference — can
do about it.
“Up until the time when a young
man or woman signs a National
Letter of Intent, they are more or
less free agents in a sense,” Elgin
said.
The prospect of a high school
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SALUKI TRACKER
BALTIMORE RAVENS

Bart Scott
Bart Scott has not recorded a sack
for the Ravens since week three, when
he notched two sacks. After week
three, Scott shared the
NFL lead in sacks,
with five. Currently,
Scott’s five sacks
have him tied for
18th in the NFL, and
his 56 tackles are
good for a
tie for 25th
most. The
Ravens head
to Tennessee
to play the
Titans on Sunday. Scott also has an
interception this season for the 6-2
Ravens, who sit atop the AFC North.

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

athlete jeopardizing a recruiting
class has sparked debate among
some college coaches, calling for
stricter rules when it comes to verbal
commitments.
Still, nothing has changed. Until
something does, coaches have to
cross their fingers and hope their
recruit signs.
SIU, along with colleges across
the nation, will find out today.
“It’s perfectly permissible to
renege on it,” Spears said. “Coaches
have to hold a kid accountable to a
verbal commitment.”
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.

FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(Home games listed in bold)
Nov. 11
Nov. 18

Northern Iowa
Southern Utah

3 p.m.
3 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 24

Evansville
Creighton
Drake
MVC Tournament

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
TBA

CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE
Date
Opponent
Time
Nov. 11NCAA Regional ChampionshipAll Day
Nov. 20
NCAA Championship
All Day
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Saluki Banter:
The NHL has changed their rules, what else do they
have to do to bring back the fans, see page 15

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

FANTASY

TO SIGN

Midseason
fantasy report
BRIAN FELDT

OR NOT?

M AX B ITTLE
D AILY EGYPTIAN
PHOTO I LLUSTRATION

Trend of athletes backing out of verbal commitments a concern for college coaches

x
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Carlton Fay’s phone still rings with inquiring
coaches on the other line.
Fay, a senior at Putnam County High School,
gave a verbal commitment in May to play for the
SIU men’s basketball team.
Yet, that hasn’t stopped other coaches from
actively recruiting him.
Until players sign their National Letter of
Intent, though, any school is open to steal them
from their prior commitments.
Head coach Chris Lowery and staff will be
able to breathe a sigh of relief today, NLI signing
day, when they get their recruits to sign the dotted
line.
Fay, along with Brandon Wood, a 6-foot-3inch guard from Kokomo, Ind., and Nick Evans,
a 6-foot-11-inch forward who recently transferred
to Carbondale Community High School, all said

they would sign during the early signing period,
which starts today and ends Nov. 15.
Even though Fay has stayed faithful to his commitment and reiterated that he would sign with
the Salukis, other student-athletes decide to jump
ship, which has created anxiety nationwide among
college coaches.
Former SIU and current University of Illinois
coach Bruce Weber found that out firsthand.
About a year ago, Weber scored a verbal commitment from Indianapolis guard Eric Gordon, considered by many as the top prospect in the nation.
But in mid-October, Gordon declared he would
attend Indiana University instead.
All the stock placed in Gordon and the resulting
hype placed around the Illini program deflated.
Given NCAA rules — recruiting is fair game
until a player signs— Weber said there wasn’t
much he could do to prevent schools from snatching prized recruits such as Gordon.
“You recruit kids, get them committed and
hope they sign,” Weber said. “That’s all you can

do is trust people that their word is worthy of your
trust.”
Trust is the key to bringing potential players to
SIU, Christian Spears said.
Spears, SIU’s assistant athletic director of compliance, said no student-athletes have taken back
their verbal commitments in the three years he has
been at SIU.
Spears said that has a lot to do with how coaching staffs recruit. They don’t take any chances on
players who may not qualify academically or who
may look elsewhere.
“We recruit kids who want to be here,”
Spears said.
Still, there’s a fear lodged in the back of coaches’
heads, wondering whether their recruits will sign.
Case in point: Lowery said three members
of his coaching staff missed a call from the same
recruit during a recent practice.
Fear set in.
See SIGN, Page 15

FOOTBALL

Several games lost to turnovers
Brian Feldt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

As Nick Hill goes, so does the
Saluki football team.
When Hill, SIU’s first-year
quarterback, turns in a clean stat
sheet with solid numbers, the
Salukis prosper. When Hill has
blemishes, though, SIU (6-3, 3-3
Gateway) can be vulnerable to
defeat.
In the No. 14 Salukis’ three
losses to Illinois State University,
Western Kentucky University and
Youngstown State University, Hill
has turned the ball over five times.
When running back Arkee
Whitlock has as solid game, he can
carry SIU on his shoulders. But
when Whitlock has a poor game,
SIU can still find ways to win.
The same cannot be said about
Hill — the outcome seems to rely
on him.
Two of the three Saluki losses
— ISU and YSU — have featured
Hill turnovers in the fourth quarter, allowing teams to either run
out the clock or score for a win.

Head coach Jerry Kill said an
interception against Youngstown
State with 50 seconds remaining,
though, was not Hill’s fault.
Hill’s pass to intended receiver
Phil Goforth appeared on target
but was tipped by Goforth and into
the hands of a Penguin defender.
Youngstown would score six
plays later on a Marcus Mason
22-yard touchdown run to give the
Penguins the lead 31-24, which
was the final margin of victory.
Whitlock said although the
turnover was disappointing, he still
has faith in Hill.
“Nick is a strong quarterback,
and he is never going to give up,
and he is going to keep on fighting,” Whitlock said. “He is going
to put that behind him and have a
good game this week.”
On the 2006 season, Hill has
eight turnovers — three interceptions and five fumbles. Five have
come in SIU losses.
Three of those eight turnovers
have resulted in opponents scoring
on the next drive, and two have run
the final seconds of a half out, kill-
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SIU quarterback Nick Hill stares at Youngstown defender Jeff
Koval after receiving a late hit from Koval during SIU’s 31-24 loss to
Youngstown on Saturday in Ohio.
ing a potential SIU scoring drive.
Both Hill and Kill agreed turnovers are essential in winning or
losing a game. Kill said Hill’s prog-

ress as a quarterback, though, has
superceded his turnover ratio.
See TURNOVERS, Page 14

brian_feldt@
dailyegyptian.com

The fantasy season has reached its
halfway point, and most owners are
starting to realize if their team has a
legitimate shot at a championship.
Chances are, a majority of teams
has had its fair share of pleasant
surprises along with the annual busts
that accompany any fantasy squad.
Teams you thought would never
cut it in your league are somehow
floating atop the league standings.
But that is what makes fantasy
football, or any sport for that matter,
great — seasons are unpredictable.
Two months ago, the fool who
picked Rex Grossman in his or her
drafts were mocked.
Now in week 10, that same fool
has one of the better fantasy quarterbacks this season.
Since the fantasy season is half
over, here is a synopsis of the first
half.
Donovan McNabb does not miss
Terrell Owens. The Philadelphia
quarterback has put up numbers to
prove it.
McNabb, a top fantasy quarterback this year, has posted more than
2,300 yards for 16 touchdowns and
has rushed the ball for about 300
yards and three touchdowns.
The Campbell’s Chunky Soup
man has done this all the while missing a big-name receiver. But that is
soon to change, as Donte’ Stallworth
is coming back.
Stallworth gave a glimpse of what
he and McNabb are capable of in
week one, when they connected for
141 yards and a touchdown. The duo
should prosper in the second half.
We learned Matt Leinart’s initial
hype is not all that great, and Jon
Kitna is a better fantasy quarterback
than expected.
Leinart aided the Arizona
Cardinals when Kurt Warner was
forced to sit the bench. While
Leinart busted out some gaudy fantasy numbers in his first game, he has
since cooled and become a mediocre
fantasy quarterback at best.
Kitna, though, has had a steady
progression to become a top-10 fantasy quarterback.
On the wide receiver front, where
did Cincinnati’s Chad Johnson go?
Through nine weeks, Johnson has
only racked up about 400 yards and
two touchdowns — a drastic dropoff from last year’s stellar numbers.
Advice on Johnson would be to
trade him while he still has some
upside in his name, and you can get a
good player in return.
Meanwhile, another Johnson has
thrived this fantasy season.
Andre Johnson, wide receiver
for the Houston Texans, has been
one of the top receivers in many
leagues. Although he doesn’t have
the glamour his Chad-counterpart
does, Andre gets the job done.
He has caught for 752 yards and
four touchdowns through the midway mark of the fantasy season.
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